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drives away the unpleasant or evil thought which we would banish. By being constantly stimulated, guided, and restrained, the thoughts will become controlled and regulated, receiving what is profitable and rejecting what is deleterious.
THE IMAGINATION, like the trained horse, may be made to carry us fleetly to the point we would reach, and yet be thoroughly under control. Dugald Stewart accounts for the vagaries, the extravagances, the inconsistencies of our dreams by supposing that in them the stream of thought flows on uncontrolled, whereas we always restrain the wanderings of the fancy in our waking moments. Whatever may be thought of this theory, which I believe contains a truth, but not the whole truth, it is certain that we can control the imagination, as we govern the horse by whip and spur and bridle. Our imaginations, like our other mental operations, are very much determined by the force which lias been thrown into the original ideas from which they are drawn. The painter, by fondly dwelling on natural scenes, or on striking historical incidents, can fill his mind with images which will come up of their own accord, and then he can shape them into the forms which he wishes them to take.
THE COMPARING, JUDGING, AND REASONING POWER. It is proverbial that the heart sways the head, that " the wish is father of the thought." This means that the will with its volitions and its wishes is apt to sway the intellect in its judgments and in its reasonings, which I may remark are just judgments, in which we compare two terms by means of a third. It is not difficult to account for this by the laws whose operations we have been tracing. In all judgment there is comparison of objects, two or more, of objects apprehended, of objects represented. Now the apprehension may be a misapprehen-